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Meet Merelyn 
and Larry Brown

“The first blooms of spring always make my heart sing.”
 -S. Brown

Continued on back side.

After 25 years of  “checking the place out,” Merelyn 
and Larry Brown finally bought a condo in Gen-

esee.  They’d been visiting Merelyn’s parents (Ray and 
Jean Buker, original owners at Rocky Mountain Village) 
during that time but didn’t purchase a unit of  their own 
until 2018, moving in at Thanksgiving time in 2019.   
“Larry had several bouts of  pneumonia,” Merelyn says, 
trying to explain the delay.
 It seems that the prolonged 
sorting and clearing out of  things 
stored in the unfinished portion 
of  their basement stirred up 
something sufficiently to repeated-
ly aggravate Larry’s lungs, leaving 
the doctors without explanation.  
It wasn’t until the impending sale 
and inspection of  their house un-
covered high levels of  radon that 
they put two and two together.  
Since relocating to Colorado and 
being able to breathe in the fresh mountain air, Larry’s 
recurring bouts with pneumonia have disappeared and 
his lungs appear clear.
 Moving to Colorado was a return of  sorts for 
Merelyn, whose grandparents had lived in the Denver 
area.  It had been her “home in America” when her 
family had been living in Pakistan while her dad was a 
missionary there.  As the oldest of  five children, she’d 
grown up in Pakistan from 1954 until 1969 when she 
turned 18.  The family had been allowed two furloughs 
— each about a year long — to return to the States.  
They’d spend time with grandparents in Colorado, 
Massachusetts, and Maine.
 She attended boarding school in Pakistan for 

three-month periods, only seeing her parents once 
during each period.  “Travel took three days,” she ex-
plains.  She recalls having monkeys as pets rather than 
the typical cats and dogs.  
 “The Muslims rioted to have my father expelled,” 
Merelyn explained, because he’d been helping outcast 
Hindi.  “My father was causing unrest, and the Mus-
lims didn’t like it.”
 Upon returning to the States to attend college in 
Kansas, she was recruited to work with YoungLife in 
Wichita.  But before long she opted to return to Denver 

to work with a counseling ministry 
where she worked in an adminis-
trative position.  The job took her 
to Atlanta in 1986.
     Merelyn and Larry met in 
Atlanta when a mutual friend 
involved in a huge singles ministry 
announced at a dinner party that 
Larry was “the most eligible bach-
elor.”   When they married, both 
were in their forties and neither 
had been married previously.
     He’d grown up in Gaines-

ville, Georgia, one of  four brothers. “It was typical 
middle-class America,” he says.  “We were active in 
church.  I played ball – football, Little League, track.”  
A customer on his paper route — an architect — 
would show Larry projects he was working on, spark-
ing an interest in the profession.
 Larry had served in the army in Vietnam,  
entering as a draftsman.  But when they found out he 
could type, he ended up being a legal clerk.  His battal-
ion built roads, bridges, and airstrips.  Upon returning 
in 1969, he earned a degree in architecture, designing 
churches, banks, and schools.
 His interests include golfing, skiing, and woodworking.  



Memo from the Manager
 The May 14 board meeting will be conducted online 
through an application called Zoom.  Please read the in-
structions provided herein to participate.

 There have been multiple requests that we begin utiliz-
ing emails more often, including making them available on 
the roster posted on the website.  

If  you are willing to share your email with others in the 
RMVE community, please send an email stating your 
permission to publish to rmve2@comcast.net.

If  you would like to be included in group email notices 
including board meetings, please provide me with your 
email address, stating just notices.

 Anyone with an email on file by May 11 will receive an 
invitation to a “trial run” with Zoom on May 12 as well as a 
second invitation to the board meeting itself.

 We are going to try to use that method of  communi-
cation more often, as people aren’t gathering or checking 
the bulletin boards as often during this stay-in-place period.  
Notices are also posted on our website, rockymountainvil-
lageestates.com.

 Working outside has begun.  Please be patient as it takes 
us some time to recover all the areas from winter.  We start 
in the areas seen by the most people and then work our way 
around the buildings.

 Reminder that feeding bird seed is prohibited, but 
putting out water and hummingbird feeders is OK.  Feeding 
the wildlife is also prohibited -- in fact, feeding them the 
food we eat can kill them.  To whomever put the popcorn 
on the rock by the Bergen garage oor, please don’t do that 
again.  Not only is it bad for the animals, staff  has to spend 
time cleaning it up!  Your cooperation is appreciated.  If  
you see someone violating these rules, please report it so we 
can educate the individuals and hopefully put a stop to it 
for your sake and the sake of  the wildlife most of  us enjoy.  
(And it attracts rodents ... the folks who live on the first floor 
of  the buildings do NOT like having mice in their units!) 

 Putting trash in the recycle bins contaminates the entire 
contents of  the recycle bins, causing all the recycle material 
to be put in the dumpster. Considerable time and effort has 
been spent to educate RMVE residents about the proper 
use of  the recycle bins, but if  you need clarification, please 
ask me or Jacque or Brac about what is acceptable.  Perhaps 
it is the fault of  those helping you -- so please be sure they 
know what’s acceptable and not the ones putting that pro-
gram in jeopardy.  We cannot emphasize enough the need 
to be CONSIDERATE of  everyone else who wants to keep 
having access to a recycling program. 

        
-- Kathy

Profile and photos by Linda Kirkpatrick.

Merelyn and Larry Brown continued
He’s doing most of  the renovations on their condo him-
self.  As a member of  the Atlanta Ski Club, he’d talked 
about moving to Colorado before meeting Merelyn and 
had even interviewed for a job here.  
 While they talked lots about moving to Colorado, 
the longer they stayed in Atlanta, the more difficult it 
became to make the change.
 Merelyn has enjoyed crafts a lot in the past – “but 
I’m not doing any right now,” she points out.  She’d 
started making greeting cards with the photographs she 
and Larry had taken.  She enjoys cooking, always trying 
variations to the recipes she finds.  “I majored in Home 
Economics,” she says, explaining that she didn’t learn to 
cook and sew until after high school because of  an ab-
sence of  extra-curricular activities at the mission school 
her dad had started in Pakistan.  “We had a cook, and 
tailors would come to our homes for days…they were so 
inexpensive.”  She’s always enjoyed reading.
 The two used to ski together, and they often read 
together in the evenings.  They like walking and sight-
seeing, having done a lot of  traveling, mainly to profes-
sional conventions for architects.
 And how are they affected by the pandemic?  Lar-
ry had been looking forward to spring skiing here in 
Colorado.  “I bought a season ticket and only skied six 
times.”  
 They spend a 
lot of  time with 
Mereyln’s mother, 
Jean Buker.  Mere-
lyn says she misses 
meeting friends in 
restaurants and at 
church.  She looks 
forward to getting 
together with old 
friends she knew here years ago as well as spending 
time with a sibling in Colorado Springs.  “We are so 
grateful for our health,” she says. 
 As for being here at Rocky Mountain Village, Merelyn 
says, “We’re grateful Mom and Dad paved the way for us!”

WELCOME
Judi Quackenboss and her support dog - 205G



MESSAGE FROM THE RMVE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

In all probability we will still be under stay-at-home and social distancing restrictions for the scheduled May 14, 2020 
Board Meeting.    Since the Board needs to continue to function, the May Board Meeting will be held via Zoom video 
conferencing.   You are all invited to attend this live video conference.  If you wish to attend, please give Kathy your 
email address by Monday noon so we can send an invitation to you.

A.  If you do not already have Zoom.us on your computer, here are download instructions
You need the zoom.us app to participate in the Zoom meeting.  Do these 3 steps to download the app.  You will not 
need to pay anything, nor will you need to enter a password.  Clicking on the site below “Join Zoom Meeting” will 
suffice.
Remember to allow cookies before taking the steps below. 

1.  Enter Zoom.us on your browser. 
2.  Click on download for windows (for mac users, go to Zoom for Mac on your browser and follow the Mac
 instructions). 
3.  Click on run (showing at the bottom of your screen — this will install Zoom). 

The app download will only take about 30 seconds.  Once the app is loaded, no further action is needed until the 
scheduled meeting time.   
For those sitting at a computer or laptop with a camera, your picture will show up along the top, along with other 
members who are logged in.  Notice on the bottom left is a mute icon that you can toggle on and off as needed.  
Please leave off.   There is an  arrow just to the right of the mute icon that will provide a drop down menu – at the 
bottom is sound settings that will permit you to control your volume. (See Below)

B. Zoom Meeting Etiquette & Set-up 
Once your device is set up, you should just be able to click on the link provided on the invitation sent by the board.  
Click in up to 10 minutes early so we can begin timely.   
If your computer does not have speakers/microphone you can call in on the number provided on the invitation to 
listen. 

Control video and audio quality. 

You must click the START VIDEO button for each new session for the camera to turn on and use your computer 
speakers (or microphone headset.)  

Adjust your lighting. 

Don’t sit directly in front or beside a bright light source, or else all the audience sees is a bright light and a shadowy 
figure. Experiment with moving lamps and your camera until you can see your brightly-lit face on the screen. 

Use Zoom’s chat function.  
You can send a question or statement to everyone or privately to a participant.  Be sure to double-check you are 
sending your message to your intended recipient.  

 
Mute   ^    Stop Video  ^     Invite Manage Participants Share Screen   Chat
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         VIDEO                 SCREEN 
 
 



RMVE Trial Run.
To provide everyone an opportunity to make a connection for the meeting, we will be holding a trial run to enable attend-
ees to make any necessary adjustments.  The trial run will be held on May 12, 2020 at 1:00 pm.   You will be sent an invi-
tation from the board and will only need to click on the link to join the video conference.  Remember if you want to join the 
meeting please give Kathy your email address by noon on May 11 so we can add it to the invitation list prior to May 12.

The board meeting itself will be held at 10:00 am on Thursday, May 14.  A similar invitation will be emailed prior to that 
event, and you will have the opportunity to connect in the same fashion up to 10 minutes prior.  Please save these in-
structions for future reference.  We look forward to utilizing this process to keep you informed of what is going on with the 
organization while gathering in groups is discouraged.                                                                                    

Ron Pieffer, President
May 1, 2020

Online Board Meeting via Zoom
Thursday, May 14 • 10:00 am

Trial run to test Zoom connection and make adjustments
Tuesday, May 12 • 1:00 pm

Make sure Kathy has your email address by Monday, May 11 to be included 

in the email invitation with the link to join the trial run and the meeting.


