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Meet Bill Trujillo

Continued on back side.

Most people who refer to being the “middle child” gen-
erally speak of  being sandwiched between an older 

sibling and a younger one.  But Bill Trujillo had four older 
and four younger siblings!  His 
mother was one of  three sisters 
and seven brothers, and the cus-
tom of  large families seemed to 
carry over from one generation 
to the next.  When Bill organized 
a family reunion 10 years ago, 
there were 150 in attendance!
 They reunited at an uncle’s 
ranch in Amalia, New Mexico, 
where Bill had gone to school 
until 10th grade.  If  one googles 
the town now, it boasts a census 
count of  230 residents in 2000.  
The grade school he attend-
ed would gather together 15 
students to make a classroom of  
three grades.  “The high school 
only had about 50 students in all 
four grades.
 He recalls growing up with 
no running water or electricity 
and doing homework by the dim 
light of  kerosene lamps.  “We had to get water from the 
river with buckets,” using a wagon to haul the water that 
slurped over the sides – and a sled in the winter months.
 Reminiscing at family reunions often involves stories 
about blackouts during the war when no one was supposed 
to have lights on.  Planes would fly overhead and families 
would hear about threats to drop sandbags on anyone with 
lights on.  “As a kid, I thought they should blow out the pilot 
light on the gas stove,” he says.
 His dad had been born just across the border in Col-
orado in the town of  San Luis with nearly three times the 
population! 
 Bill’s paternal grandfather had worked for an oil refinery 
in Casper, Wyoming, so Bill’s father and subsequently most 
of  Bill’s family were raised in Casper.  Bill would go back and 

“In the middle of a difficulty lies opportunity.”  
– Albert Einstein

forth between Casper and Amalia.  Casper is where he called 
home until his recent move to Evergreen earlier this year.  
 “When I lived there, I didn’t know any better,” he said 
referring to the wind and cold temps for which Casper is 
notorious.  “Now I think it’s awful.”

 Upon graduation from high school 
in Casper, he spent four years in the 
navy, then college.  His time in the 
navy was notable in that he never went 
aboard a ship!  Being prone to motion 
sickness, he’d be flown from one assign-
ment to another — from San Diego to 
Japan to San Francisco.  
 His service connected him to the 
end of  the Korean War and the start 
of  the Vietnam War, so the American 
Legion acknowledges him for being 
affiliated with both. 
 Bill’s job in the navy was that of  a 
court marshal reporter, learning to type 
about 95 wpm on a manual typewriter.  
He studied accounting in college and 
worked as an auditor, first for oil compa-
nies and then for the federal government.  
Getting credit for his four years in the 
army, he was able to retire early.
 He worked out of  Roswell, New 
Mexico for a time — the town known 

for the reputed UFO crash in 1947.  Denver was another 
stop along the way on his resume; he and his wife adopt-
ed two girls while in Colorado.  The two girls and the four 
grandchildren are what drew him back to Colorado at this 
point of  his life.
 Bill reflects fondly on carving pumpkins with the kids, 
buying piñatas and filling them with candy and money, put-
ting up Christmas decorations, creating Christmas villages 
with trains that circled the buildings, and cutting their own 
Christmas trees.  “We always selected one that was too big.”  
Fishing and hunting were also favorite pastimes.
 Between marriages Bill travelled a lot, most often drawn 
to destinations and tours with religious significance.  He 
marveled over the architecture of  the big churches in Europe 



Memo from the Manager
 The trail the scouts built is complete.  Please use with 
care.  It runs with the fire road that begins on the east side 
of  the north carports and runs along the fence line all the 
way around to the parking area to the west of  Bergen.  Start 
at either end and enjoy!
 There is a regular Board meeting scheduled for Novem-
ber 12th at 5:30 via ZOOM.  Watch your emails for your 
invitation and link to easily join the meeting, and if  you 
haven’t asked to be included in the list, send your request to 
rmve2@comcast.net.
 As mentioned in previous newsletters, there are two 
spots up for election to the Board at the Annual Meeting.  
Anyone wishing to run should submit a one-page letter of  
interest stating why they want to serve and what qualifica-
tions they bring.  The person getting the most votes will be 
elected for a three-year term, and the other will fill a two-
year term.  The deadline for submitting your letter of  
interest is Monday, November 30th.
 The community rooms and the guest suites are available 
for use on a case-by-case basis.  Please ask the Board or me 
for approval before scheduling anything.    
      -- Kathy
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Bill Trujillo continued
and walking in the footsteps of  Christ in Jerusalem.   I’m 
interested in the history behind things,” he says.  “Rome 
was the prettiest of  all,” he adds, recalling one place where 
they could look down on the gardens where the pope lives.
 His travels also took him to South America, Mexico, 
Machu Picchu, China, and Russia.
 When approaching Bill’s unit in Bergen, one will notice 
a life-size wooden statue of  St. Francis of  Assisi, carved by 
Bill’s cousin.  “He was walking through the woods one day 
and came across a tree stump that reminded him of  me,” 
Bill explains.  And while interviewing Bill, I observed his 
gesturing with hands outstretched, which makes me under-
stand why.

 Mildred Olsen celebrated her 100th birthday in late October.  
Friends and family arranged for a huge balloon to be flown outside 
her condo in Genesee and gathered outdoors to help her celebrate.  She’s 
shown above with her son, Rick. And, at 100 she became a “cover 
girl,” with the Canyon Courier featuring her on the front page with 
an article telling of  her being a music teacher at Evergreen Junior High 
School for 20 years and being the organist at Lutheran Church of  the 
Cross for decades.
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Wanting to be of service?
 We’re looking for someone to coordinate foot clinics 
once every two months and annual flu shot days.  Typically, 
the foot clinics take place in the game room and exercise 
room in Bergen while the flu shot days take place in both 
buildings once a year.  
 The job involves coordinating with a visiting nurse from 
Mount Evans Home Health Care on the date, letting her 
into the building, arranging for Jacque to set up a table and 
chairs, and publicizing the event on the bulletin boards and 
in the newsletter.  If  interested, please call Linda Kirkpat-
rick at 303-674-6269.

WELCOME!
Andy Johnson - 113 G
Sherri Curry - 302 B

Revised policy on shoveling decks
 Under Section 4.3 of  the existing Rules and Regulations, 
residents are required to remove snow and ice from their 
balconies in a timely fashion to avoid major expenses borne 
by the Association to repair decking.  
 On September 30, 2020, the Board revised its policy, 
rescinding the wording that says RMVE staff is required to 
provide this service.  
 Instead, residents may request help from staff during reg-
ular working hours; RMVE staff reserves the right to refuse.  
A tip of $10 per deck or balcony is suggested.

Based on survey results, 
Comcast services will not change.  


